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The Crepe myrtle is not listed as invasive on any invasive lists.  Executive Order 13112 defines an invasive species as “an alien species whose introduction does or is likely to cause economic or environmental harm or harm to human health.” Those dozens of crepe myrtles planted along Military Cutoff near Mayfair are not doing economic or environmental harm or harm to human health.  UNLESS you examine the life function of a crepe myrtle which, as a non-native, does not support insect life.  Which, in turn, does not support bird life.  Let’s pursue the insect part.

If you believe the scientist, the loss of insects DOES cause harm to human health.

“If insect species losses cannot be halted, this will have catastrophic consequences for both the planet’s ecosystems and for the survival of mankind,” said Francisco Sánchez-Bayo, at the University of Sydney, Australia.


Okay, what does a few hundred or maybe few thousand crepe myrtles in Wilmington, NC have on the insect population.  Well, it isn’t only crepe myrtles but many other non-natives.  I talk about crepe myrtles because they seem to be spreading like invasives because landscapers plant them because the clients probably don’t understand the ramifications of spreading crepe myrtles.  Plus, they are attractive to homeowners because they do well in our climate and have colorful blooms. 

We have all heard of the straw that broke the camel’s back.  The camel was loaded with straw until one additional straw was all it took to “break” the camel’s back. Insects are already on the decline and a few more straws will be all it takes. 


E. O. Wilson, one of the most eminent biologist of our time said about insects, “They truly are the little things that run the world.” Doug Tallamy speaks highly of E. O. Wilson.  Here is what he said during an interview I had with him in 2016
Me: Who is/was your most important mentor?

Doug: E.O. Wilson, Long before I got into this, he was leading the way in the whole biodiversity movement, he wrote the first books on it.  He wrote Social biology, which I teach. And of course he is an Entomologist.  He wrote, the insects. He started a number of different fields. A true scholar, a true scholar.

We can conclude that the crepe myrtle is slowly causing human harm by destroying a critical component of the Earth’s ecosystem, therefore SHOULD be treated like an invasive.

Okay, what do we do?  We look for any native that can be used instead of a crepe myrtle.  If we want something that blooms, the Fringe tree is a great candidate.  If we want something that is native and is green all year around and can be a hedge or a small tree, then we use wax myrtles.  Another green with berries is the American Holly.  One of my favorites is the Black Cherry or  Cherry laural,  Biological name Prunus caroliniana.  

Doug also mentioned it in the interview.
Me: What do you think is the most bird-friendly plant species?

Doug: White Oak.  Although, I am going to say that Black Cherry is a close second because it produces an awful lot of caterpillar bird food but also has berries whereas oaks do not. 
In conclusion, I recommend reading and practicing the suggestions in Doug Tallamy’s book, “Nature’s Best Hope” He goes beyond just eliminating the use of crepe myrtles and promotes starting conservation in your yard.

My humble opinion
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