
Connecting 
with 
Communities
Shannon Pelkey
Graduate Intern | ACFT
Research Project Fall 2020



Why?

Our mission is to preserve, protect, and plant trees in the 
Greater Wilmington area to enhance the quality of life for 

present and future generations.

Often-negative feelings towards trees

Lower UTC --> lower income neighborhoods, 

predominately people of color 
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White
77.7%

Black or African 
American

12.7%

Hispanic or 
Latino
5.5%

What does Wilmington look like?

Poverty Percentage (2018)

 Non-owner Occupied 

Housing Unit Rate (2018)  Race and Hispanic Origin 

(2018)

42.8 %

15.3 %
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https://www.ers.usda.gov/data-products/food-access-research-atlas/go-to-the-atlas/


Environmental 
Gentrification
"builds on the material and discursive successes of the 
urban environmental justice movement and 
appropriates them to serve high‐end redevelopment 
that displaces low income residents"
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https://www.wilmington-nc.com/images/wilmington/cotton-exchange-7.jpg


Three C's
Cost | Care | Crime

1, 3, 4, 7, 8, 10

Poverty Percentage (2018)

 Non-owner Occupied 

Housing Unit Rate (2018)

42.8 %

15.3 %



Community Connection 
Interviews
• Thoughtful Communication

• Connections through Leaders

• Relationship Building
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Recommendations 

Collaborate with Community Partners

Changing our Message 

Volunteer Training



Expand our Network
Collaborate

9, 10, 14

NC Environmental Justice Network, NAACP Environmental Justice 

Committee, Wilmington Housing Authority, UNCW/CFCC 



Changing our 
Message
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Different neighborhood, 
Different approach



Training



Closing Thoughts



Thank you!
Connie Parker, Bill Jayne, Stefanie Norris

Community Connections Interviewees



Questions? Comments?
pelkeynikki1@gmail.com
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